How to Succeed in Science Class – A Handbook for Success

· Come to class every day.

· Actively participate in class.

· Put forth your best effort.

· Maintain a positive attitude!

· If you have a question, ask!

· Discuss what you learn with your parents.

· Meet team and classroom expectations.

· Follow school and classroom rules, policies, and procedures.

Science Policies and Procedures

THERE ARE NO EXCUSES FOR FAILING GRADES IN THIS CLASS. 
Reasons Why:

1. Homework is not assigned every night.  Typically, much of your grade is based on effort!  

2. Any failing quiz grade (69 or below) can be brought up to passing (70) by correcting all missed problems and SHOWING ALL WORK.
3. Tests can be corrected to earn half credit for what was missed.  You have two days from the return of the test to turn in corrections.  Remember, you will only receive credit by SHOWING ALL WORK.

For example, you make a 50/F on an exam.  By correcting your missed problems and showing detailed work, you can earn half the points you missed.  This earns you 25 points, which now brings your grade to a 75/D.  

Grading and Percentages

JMS Grading scale is as follows: 90 - 100 = A, 80 - 90 = B, 70 - 80 = C, 60 - 70 = D, 0 - 59 = F

Weight of your work:  10% Homework, 20% Classwork, 20% Quizzes/Labs, 20% Notebook/Journal, 30% Tests and Projects

6th Grade Science concepts discussed this year:
· Scientific Inquiry/Technology

· Matter: Properties and Change
· Energy: Conservation and Transfer
· Waves

· Earth Systems, Structures and Processes

· Earth’s Stewardship

· Structures and Functions of Living Organisms

· Ecosystems

· Earth in the Universe

Homework

1. Homework will be checked every day that it is assigned, so it is important to complete your homework every night that it is assigned.  Have homework out at the BEGINNING OF CLASS. If you have a late assignment this is your chance to turn it in as well.
2.   If you are absent, you have 3 school days to show your homework from that day.  It is YOUR responsibility to show your homework – do not count on your teacher asking you for it.

Tutoring – Each Science teacher regularly offers tutoring one day a week. (Cuthrell: Tuesday AM, Sherman ?????  , Brugnoli Tuesday PM)   Plans must be made in advance for a student to stay for tutoring.  Please only come to tutoring if you have specific questions and will treat this as a serious time. 

Absences
1.  Since class often moves at a rapid pace and concepts build on one another, please try to be in class every day!  It is very hard to catch up if you are frequently absent.

2.  When you are absent from class, see me immediately the next day when you return and ask for your missing work.

3.  It is your responsibility to get any work from me. 
4. You have THREE school days to make up missed work, including classwork and homework.

Late and Make-up Work
1. If you have a missing assignment on a progress report, you have three days from the day the report was issued to make up the missing assignment.
2. If work is NOT completed by the student within that time frame, he/she will need to stay with his/her Science teacher during lunch, Encore, before or after school to complete the assignment.  Choosing not to complete the assignment is not an option.
3. If a student is absent the day of a test or quiz, that student must meet with his/her teacher the next day back to school to schedule a make-up.
Tardies
1st Tardy:   Teacher records the tardy as unexcused and warns the student of his/her offense.  This is a written warning in the agenda.
2nd Tardy:  Teacher records the tardy as unexcused and assigns the student silent lunch.

3rd Tardy:   Teacher records the tardy as unexcused and makes a parent contact and documents it in the student’s agenda.

 4th Tardy:    Teacher records the tardy as unexcused and student is assigned After-School Detention.

5th Tardy and all subsequent tardies: Teacher records the tardy as unexcused and makes a referral. Minimum 1 day ISS.
Important Notes:
If the student does NOT have an excused note, they are unexcused until such a note is given.

BEING TARDY FOR CLASS DOES NOT EXCUSE YOU FROM LAST NIGHT’S HOMEWORK!
All Work

1.  Write neatly on lined notebook paper with pencil.

2.  Use PENCIL on all assignments unless instructed otherwise.  

3.  ALL papers should be headed with your first and last name, the date, and the Core number in the top right corner. The assignment name should be in the top center of the paper.

Entering Class
1. Enter class quickly, quietly, and calmly.

2. Take out your homework and keep it on your desk.

3. Write the homework assignment in your agenda.  Be aware, that the homework may change depending on instruction for the day.

4. Immediately following writing in your agenda, begin the warm-up activity.

Expectations and Consequences

Expectations:
1. Listen to your teacher and peers without interruption.  Talk when given permission.
2. Keep hands, feet, and unkind words to yourself.

3. Follow directions the first time they are given.

4. Arrive on time with all necessary materials, which include:  sharpened pencils, agenda, binder and completed assignments.

5. Stay in your seat at all times unless given directions or permission to get up.
Consequences:  All consequences will be recorded in your agenda for your parent to see.  Your parent must sign your agenda, acknowledging that they are aware of the consequence.  

· Verbal Warning

· Silent Lunch

· In-Team Suspension
· After School Detention

· Office Referral/In-school Suspension/Out-of-school suspension
Cheating is a serious misconduct.  Consequences:

· The assignment will be confiscated and you will be asked to complete it again.

· Your parents will be notified.

· You will be referred to the office.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact us.  We look forward to working with you!








Sincerely,









Dave Cuthrell (cuthred@gcsnc.com) 









Caitlynn Brugnoli ( brugnoc@gcsnc.com)









Jennifer Sherman( shermaj@gcsnc.com)

First Assignment – worth a Quiz Grade!

Returning this portion of the handbook signed by both parties’ counts as your student's first quiz grade! It is due Friday, August 30.  


Are there any classroom modifications that would help your child perform better in my class? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Does your child have any medical conditions that I should be aware of? If so, please explain. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Information:

Name: ___________________________________ Relationship: _________________________________
Home: ___________________________________

Work: ___________________________________

Cell: ___________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

Name: ___________________________________ Relationship: _________________________________
Home: ___________________________________

Work: ___________________________________

Cell: ___________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

All information is confidential and shredded at the end of the school year.

____________________________


____________________________

Parent Name





Parent Signature

____________________________


____________________________

Student Name





Student Signature
Your signatures are indication of the following:


Both parent and student have read and discussed the handbook and its contents.


Both parent and student are aware of all opportunities to succeed that are offered, including corrections and tutoring.


Both parent and student are aware that the student is held accountable for meeting expectations and following included procedures and policies.


Both parent and student understand that there are consequences for failing to adhere to guidelines as mentioned in the handbook.  
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